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A number of times now Ive needed some OCR software. OCR stands for Optical Character Recognition. A document I need to have transcribed into Open Office, a magazine article, whatever it is, Ive need OCR software in Ubuntu a few times now. Theres command line programs like "gocr", but for those of us that have used the command line for years now, but still cant figure it out completely, in comes gscan2pdf. Its a GUI mainly for scanning in documents and converting those images to PDF. There website says this:



"gscan2pdf - A GUI to produce a multipage PDF or DjVu from a scan."



But it has a clever feature that allows you to import an image (or to scan it in) and then run the OCR software. gscan2pdf makes the OCR process very easy. 



- Open gscan2pdf
- Scan in your image or import it
- go to "tools" and than select OCR 
- pick GOCR or Tesseract as your OCR engine
- click the "Start OCR" button and let it do its thing



The output will be in the lower half of the gscan2pdf program. Click the image below to see gscan2pdf full size. I have better luck using the Tesseract OCR engine. Your mileage may vary of course!
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Anonymous7:35 AM
Here is a good article which compares the various OCR software:
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i [heart] ubuntu11:14 AM
Hi Nina and thanks for the reply! I dont see an article link though.

In any event there is lots of stuff on the net about OCR in linux, but not a lot of good info.

XPDF has a command line utility for exporting PDF to text, but it doesnt work well at all.

KOOKA scanning utility for KDE supports GOCR, but you need a scanner hooked up to even open KOOKA.

Abbyy Finereader in Windows is AWESOME (costs money) and they have a trial version available for linux...
http://www.abbyy.com/ocr_sdk_linux/key_features/

I'll try it out, but I really dont want to pay for anything :)

Again, the best Ive found for Ubuntu users is gscan2pdf and using the OCR feature within.
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StockMarketEye - Stock & Portfolio Tracker





A couple of weeks ago I blogged about GRISM , the free linux stock tracker tool. GRISM is nice and basic and its a simple easy way to quickl...







	










When Is Netflix Coming to Ubuntu?





 Just WHEN *IS* Netflix coming to Ubuntu linux? I get this question often and Ive tried to update the progress.   In a recent blog post Benj...







	










Do You Care About Netflix on Ubuntu?





   I have to ask, do you as an Ubuntu user care if Netflix works on Ubuntu?   There are so many options out there as I have discussed before...







	










Run Multiple Instances of Skype 4.0





   I have different professorial groups that I stay in touch with online. The old method  of running multiple Skype instances in Ubuntu work...







	










Install Canon Printer for Ubuntu Linux





Canon is well known for their large printer selection. Unfortunately Canon has, up until this point, only provided printer drivers for Windo...







	




Contact and Ubuntu Tips





We surely appreciate any Ubuntu tips that come our way. If you are an author of an app that you would like an article written about, or mayb...







	










PPA for Netflix Desktop App





      Thanks to Erich Hoovers work on this original Netflix desktop app, Pipelight is a project that brings Silverlight to any Linux browser...







	










Use Minitube instead of Youtube





   How cool would it be to be able to access the huge archive of videos hosted by YouTube without having to use Flash or visualize all those...







	










Netflix on Linux Contest





   INSTRUCTIONS TO INSTALL THE NETFLIX DESKTOP APP VIA PPA ARE IN THE LINK FOR EASY INSTALLATION...   http://www.iheartubuntu.com/2012/11/pp...







	










Jitsi is a Great Zoom Conference Alternative!





    Jitsi is a set of open-source projects that allows you to easily build and deploy secure videoconferencing solutions. At the heart of Ji...
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About us


I Heart Ubuntu covers Ubuntu news, applications, games and artwork.  Dedicated to new users, we feature simple to understand articles, introducing users to the 75,000+ new and old apps in the Ubuntu software repositories.
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